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THE  RECORD 


OF  THE 


CONSERVATIVE  PARTY  AND 

PRESS 

IN  OONNECTION  WITH  THEIR  CLAIIM  TO  RE 

THE   PARTY  OF   PURITY    ' 


PAST  MASTERS  IN  THE  ART  OF  POLITICAL  CORRUPTION. 

AUTHORS  OF  A  SCHOOL  OF  EXPERT  PER80NAT0RS 

AND  PLUGGERS ;  OF  BALLOT-BOX  STEALERS 

AND  BALLOT  8TUFFER8. 


In  yiew  of  the  attacks  of  the  Conservative  leaders  and  press 
over  alleged  wrongdoing  in  connection  with  recent  elections,  it  be- 
comes necessary  to  recall  a  few  facta  in  the  political  history  of  the 
Province — not  that  two  wrongs  make  a  right,  but  merely  to 
emphasize  the  fact  that : 

(1)  th?  Conservative  party  has  a  long  record  of  disreputable 
political  practices  to  its  everlasting  discredit ; 

(2)  that  for  years  it  produced  and  unblushinfirly  benefitted  by 
expert  gangs  of  personators  and  pluggers,  of  beulot  stealers  and 
ballot  stu£fen ; 

(3)  that  Mr.  Whitney  and  his  colleagues,  and  their  predecessors, 
hare  been  as  dumb  as  oysters  in  the  presence  of  disclosure  after  dis« 
closure  of  Conservative  corruption ; 

l»3 


(4>  ihai  not  a  word  of  condemnation  Hufot  hM  •iDMiAt«<l 
from  tn«ai,  either  in  Parliament  or  on  the  platform ; 

(5)  thftt  their  press  haa  been  silent  and  that  their  leading  or^an 
has  Dehind  it  a  past  which  positively  reeks  with  corruption, 
oowardioe  and  treacnery ; 

(6)  and  that  to-day,  when  they  call  to  the  heavens  for  political 
purity,  Conservative  leaders  and  press  alike  are  j)laying  the  part'of 
arrant  h}rpocrites. 

The  following  facts,  which  are  merely  a  few  out  of  many  that 
might  be  adduced,  will  abundantly  prove  the  above  assertions. 

Pers«BS  Beport«d  by  the  Jadges  for  Corrupt  Praetlees  in  Con- 
servative Elect>Q  Trials* 

One  would  infer,  from  statoments  in  the  Tory  press,  that  not^a 
solitary  Conservative  had  ever  been  reported  by  the  iudges  for  corrupt 
practices  at  Ontario  elections,  but  the  recoi'ds  of  the  election  courts 
show  that  the  judges  arc  constantly  reporting  persons  as  having 
been  guilty  of  the  groasest  forms  of  bribery  in  the  interests  of  Con- 
servative candidates.     Take  the  following  as  instances : — 

17  were  reported  by  the  judges  for  corrupt  praetioes  in  South 
Ontario  (Calder)  trial  of  1898. 

6  were  reported  in  the  North  Waterloo  (Laokner,  Con.)  trial  of 
1898. 

3  were  reporte<l  in  the  Kingston  trial,  following  the  general 
election  of  1894. 

1  was  reported  in  the  West  Algoma  trial,  following  the  general 
eVrtion  of  1 894. 

1  wai  reported  in  the  West  Wellington  trial,  following  the 
general  election  of  1894. 

5  were  reported  in  the  North  Bruce  trial,  after  the  general 
election  of  1890. 

11  were  reported  in  the  Hamilton  trial  aftel*  the  general  election 
«f  1890. 

2  were  reported  in  the  West  Kent  trial,  following  the  general 
election  of  1886. 

7  were  reported  in  the  East  Northumberland  trial,  following 
the  general  election  of  1886. 

5  were  reported  at  the  London  election  trial  for  the  House  of 
Commons  in  1896. 

-    1  was  reported  at  the  Kings  (RRI.)  trial 

1  was  reported  at  the  Richmond,  N.S.  triaL 

CoBserratires  Unseated  Since  1888,  when  Mr.  Whitney  Cwmi 

Into  Parliament. 

The  readers  of  the  Tor^  press  might  also  assume,  from  their 
foe  sided  way  of  dealing  with  current  political  events,  that  few  if 


Anj-  •£  iluir  BUBiWr  hnd  ever  Uen  nnmted  for  c*rrapt  prMlictt. 
Read  this  list,  which  gives  the  names  of  fellow-nembM*  of  Mr. 
Whitney  unseated  since  he  became  M.P.P.  When  and  where  has  he 
denounced  the  corruption  which  caused  the  unseatings  ? 

1888.  East  Northumberland.  Dr.  Willoughby,  Conservative, 
unseated. 

1890.  North  Bruoe.    George  (Con.)  unseated. 

1890.  Hamilton.    Stinson  (Con.)  unseated. 

1895.  West  AJgoma.    Savage  (Con.)  unseated. 

1896.  Kingston.     Smythe  (Con.)  unseated. 

1896.  West  Wellington.  Tucker  (Conservative  Patron)  ua- 
.seated. 

1896.  Haldimand.    Senn  (Con.)  unseated. 

1899.  South  Ontario.     Calder  (Con.)  unseated. 

1899.  West  Elgin.     McDiarmid  (Con.)  unseated. 

1899.  North  Waterloo.     Lackner  (Con.)  unseated. 

•oniiiloii  Conservative  fflembers  from  Ontario  Vnionloi. 

1889.  Haldimand.     Dr.  Mouta(;ue  (Con.)  unseated. 
1888.  West  Middlesex.     Roorae  (Con.)  unseated. 

1891.  Halton.     Henderson  (Con.)  unseated. 
T.891.  Glengarry.     McLennan  (Con.)  unseated. 
1891.  South  Victoria.     Fairbaim  (Oon.)  nnseiit«4. 
1891.  East  Elgin.     Ingram  (Con.)  unseated. 
1891.  Prince  Edward.     Miller  (Con.)  unseated. 
1891.  East  Middlesex.     Marshall  (Con.)  unwonted. 
1896.  South  Brant.     Henry  (Con.)  unseated. 

1896.  North  Ontario.     McGillivray  ((Don.)  unseated. 
1896.  East  Simcoe.     Bennett  (Con.)  unseated. 

Conservative  Outrages  Against  the  Will  ot  the  People. 

When  the  Conservative  party  ia  shouting  hysterically  fur  fair- 
ness and  honesty  in  the  conduct  of  elections,  has  it  so  soon  forgotten 
the  memorable 

North  Ontario  Election  of  1896? 

When  Major  McGillivray  occupied  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons during  the  whole  session  of  that  year,  manifestly  without 
light  or  title,  and  who  spoke  and  voted  as  a  member  and  drew  a 
session's  indemnity.  A  recount  was  held  in  July  of  1896,  and  it  was 
proved  that  while  the  ballot  boxes  were  in  the  possesion  of  the  re- 


timing  offlMr,  after  the  election,  tl.ey  were  tampered  with  ia  • 
moat  raaoally  way.  Twenty-one  ballots  for  Qranam  (Lib.)  were 
removed,  and  twenty-one  for  McQillivray  (Con.)  were  put  in  in- 
stead, the  desicfn  always  being  to  secure  the  seat  in  defiance  of  the 
wishes  of  the  electors.  Up  to  date,  however,  not  a  Tory  paper  has 
denounced  thin  barefaced  attempt  to  steal  a  riding,  nor  condemned 
the  official  corruption  at  its  foundation. 
Hm  it  forgotten 

The  Bast  York  Dominion  Bye-Election  of  18M  ? 

At  the  election  of  1891,  6,980  votes  were  polled  in  East  York. 
At  the  election  of  1896,  7,587.  Between  these  elections  there  had 
been  no  considerable  increase  in  population  in  that  riding,  but 
rather  a  decrease.  Moreover,  the  voters'  lists  of  1891  contained  a 
very  great  number  of  fagot  votes,  and  the  conclusion  is  inevitable 
that  McLean  gathered  in  many  hundreds  of  these  fiahy  votes. 
What  a  fine  field  for  personation  is  presented  whare  the  names  of 
hundreds  of  non-residents  are  on  a  list  who  cannot  possibly  be 
knowa  to  the  deputy  returning  ofilcers  1  No  wonder  Mr.  McLean 
said,  after  one  of  nis  elections,  "  I  tell  you,  boys,  the  revision  of  the 
lists  is  where  we  won  the  fight." 

Haa  it  forgotten 

mie  Sonth  Grey  Case  of  1891  ? 

Dr.  Landerkin's  majority  was  46.  On  the  recount  it  was  proved 
that  seven  ballot  boxes  were  opened  after  the  election,  the  envelopes 
holding  the  LanrJei'kin  ballots  were  taken  out,  26  marked  ballots 
abstracted  and  26  forged  ballots,  marked  for  Blythe  (Con.)  sub- 
stitut'*xi !  Read  it  again  ;  opening  ballot  boxes — stealing  Liberal 
balloas — placing  in  lieu. thereof  forged  Tory  ballots  1 

Hae  it  forgotten 

The  West  Northnmberland  Case  of  1891? 


When  Kargraft  (Lib.)  was  elected  by  36.  On  the  recount  it 
appeared  that  a  deputy  returning  officer,  while  the  ballots  were  in 
his  custody,  had  taken  them  out  of  the  box  and  put  them  in  his 
safe.  While  the  ballots  were  in  the  safe,  someone  tampered  with 
them  with  the  result  that,  on  the  recount,  there  were  found  63  for 
Hargroft — some  without  initials,  some  with  marks  on  the  back, 
and  some  actually  printed  upon  different  paper  from  the  regular 
ballots  I  Plainly,  ballots  were  stolen  and  forgeries  substituted. 
The  Judges,  however,  refused  to  give  effect  to  the  fraud  and  the 
Liberal  candidate  was  declared  elected,  thus  nullifying  the  base 
conspiracy. 


Hm  it  forgotten 

The  North  MIddleMx  Case  of  lS9ir 

Hutchins  (Con.)  had  an  apparent  majority  of  2.  In  the  middle  of 
a  pile  of  ballots,  that  had  been  counted  for  Taylor  (Lib.)  were  found 
three  together,  marked  for  both  candidates.  The  extra  marks  had 
been  rruuie  after  the  election. 

Has  it  forgotten 

The  South  Wentworth  Cas«  of  1891 1 

When  the  Conservative  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  one.  But  15 
good  ballots  for  MiJdleton  (Lib.)  were  wrongly  placed  in  the  envel- 
ope with  the  spoiled  ^allots.  The  judji^e  had  no  authority  to  open 
this  envelope ;  the  1 6  ballots  were  not  counted,  and  the  Conaervau?e 
was  unfairly  returned  for  the  riding. 

Has  it  forgotten 


The  Chateangnay  Case  of  1891 

When  Brown  (Lib.)  had  a  majority  of  276,  but  bv  frauds  similar  to 
those  practised  in  Ontario,  as  btfore  mentioned,  it  w^as  pared  down 
to  only  9.  He  thus  narrowly  escapf  d  being  cheated  out  of  his  seati 
and  the  electors  foiled  in  their  expressed  wish  of  a  representative. 

Other  Serlons  Irreffularitles. 

Has  it  forgotten,  how  in  Prin(6  Edward  county  and  many 
other  constituencies,  .deputy  returning  officers  clearly  acting  in  con- 
cert and  in  obedience  to  orders  from  some  central  source,  omitted  to 
enclose  the  necessary  certificates  and  the  ballots  therefore  coi  Id  not 
be  counted  ?  There  is  no  record  of  this  occurring  in  any  case  except, 
where  the  Liberal  candidate  was  in  a  position  to  be  damaged  by 
the  omission. 

Has  it  forgotten  the  famous 

Ming's  County  (P  E  I.)  Case  of  188S? 

When  Dr.  Robertson  (Lib )  polled  2,002  votes,  and  McDonald  (Con.) 
1,940.  The  duty  of  the  returning  officer  wns  to  return  the  Liberal 
as  elected,  but  on  the  stren4th  of  a  statemei  i  ma  Ic  to  him  that  Dr. 
Robertson  had  not  resigned  his  scat  in  the  i.ocal  Legislature,  he 
made  a  "  special  return."  Not  even  Parliament,  much  less  the  re 
turning  offic  r,  had  the  right  to  pronour\ce  on  Dr.  Robertson's  quali- 
fication, that  duty  having  been  releg^ited  to  the  Courts.  The  case 
wan  referred  to  the  Privileges  aaid  Elections  Committee,  which  of 
(v,inrse  gave  the  CJonservative  minority  candidate  tho  seat 


Hm  U  forgotten 

TiM  QMMi'ft  e^mmtr  m-M.)  CM«r 

When  Bain)  (Oon.)  lat  throoffh  »  whole  aeaaion  by  the  Mi  of  a  re- 
turning  officer,  who  returned  m%  minority  candidate  as  elected  on 
theprelext  that  the  deposit  of  the  Liberal  candidate  had  been  made , 
not  by  himeelf  but  by  hie  aoent  The  matter  was  before  Parlia- 
BMBi  eeveral  times,  but  the  Conseryative  Government  of  the  day 
•Tstematically  voted  against  evenr  attempt  to  rectify  the  glaring 
i^Jnstioe  and  once  again  the  will  of  the  people  was  thwarted. 

Has  it  forgotten 

Vke  Bykert  Ttaiker  IilMlt  ScaMiUT 

Which  a  sub-committee  of  the  House  was  forced  by  the  evidence  to 
dedare  as  "discreditable,  corrupt  and  scandalous."  Mr.  Bykert, 
Ckmservative  P.  M.  for  Lincoln,  purchased  from  the  Conservative 
Qovemment  certain  valuable  timber  limits  for  a  trifle  of  $2,500. 
An  agent  who  examined  the  limits  was  bribed  with  $10,000  to  give 
a  false  report,  upon  which  the  limits  were  sola  for  $200,000,  which 
the  benenciary  pathetically  described  as  "  a  fund  for  his  old  age." 
In  the  correspondence  there  occurred  the  following  messa;^ :  "  I 
have  Bowell  working  for  me.  John  A.'s  son,  from  Winnipeg,  is 
here  and  I  intend  employing  him  to  go  to  hin  father.  ...  I 
think  if  you  had  young  Tupper  here  and  paid  him  pretty  well,  it 
would  help  us  materially.  ...  I  have  brought  Macdouald  and 
Tupper  from  Winnipeg  and  hope  they  will  be  able  to  induce  their 
fiithers  to  act  promptly.  .  .  .  They  have  been  working  hard  for 
me."  After  the  limits  had  been  secured,  Rykert  wrote  to  Adams : 
"  H  you  can  get  $200,000  in  cash  I  would  bMB  inclined  to  let  it  go, 
a/nd  then  go  in  for  something  still  better !"  "  We  deserve  soir  e- 
thing  for  the  trouble  we  have  gone  to  and  the  amount  of  flesh  we 
have  lost  in  thinking  over  it"  The  House  concurred  in  the  report 
of  the  sub-conimittee  as  above  quoted,  but  nothing  more  was  acne 
that  session.  Bykert  was  the  candidate  at  the  elections  of  189G  and 
actually  polled  2,.'>23  Conservative  votes  as  against  2,945  for  Gibson 
(Lib.),  47  per  cent,  of  those  who  voted  therefor  approved  of  Bykert'."*. 
"disreputable,  corrupt  and  scandalous"  bargam,  and  were  not 
abashea  by  it  I 

Has  it  forgotten 

The MeOreevy-Langevlii  Scandal? 

Only  the  figures  need  to  be  given ;  they  are  eloquent  enough  :     . 

Cost  to  contractors  of  work  built $2,  (84,259 

Cost  to  the  country  3,138,284 

Contractor's  profits,  a  gi'eat  part  of  which  went 

into  the  Tory  campaign  fund  953,970 

Loss  to  country,  after  deducting  &ar  profits  . .        700,000 
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Hjm  it  forifotton  about 

Seneral's  CommlBttonsr 

Amounting,  on  Printing  Bureau  Contracts,  to.. .        50,000 
Has  it  forgotten 

The  Curran  Bridire  Scandal  7 

Estimated  cost  : $122,000 

Government  commiflsion  estimate  of  reasonable  '  ' 

,  cost 160,000 

Actual  cost , 430,000 

Loss  to  country  and  gain  to  Tory  campaign 

hnd. °  .  270,000 

Has  it  forgotten 

The  Manitoba  Election  Fraads  of  1896? 

It  was  proved  before,  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  that  whole- 
sale frauds  were  perpetrated  in  Manitoba  during  the  Dominion 
General  Election  of  189f>.  The  conspiracy  was  hatched  in  Winni- 
peg, One  Freeborn  went  up  from  Ontario,  stating  that  he  came 
from  Mr.  Birmingham,  the  chief  organizer  of  the  Tory  party.  One 
of  the  Conservative  candidates  to  whom  Mr.  Freeborn  offered  his 
services,  telegraphed  to  Mr.  Birmingham  about  the  man  and  received 
in  answer : 

**  He  was  a  First-Class  Man  in  North  Brnce." 

Freeborn  was  thereupon  employed  in  the  elections,  and  his  employ- 
ment was  for  the  express  purpose  of  teaching  deputy  returning 
officers  how  to  manipulate  ballots.  In  this  nei'  lious  business  he 
was  helped  by  two  men  named  Ander.>!on  and  Waller.  These  three 
worthies  went  through  the  Province,  and  it  was  proved  by  incon- 
testible  evidence  that  they  instructed  many  deputy  returning  offi- 
cers, through  whose  crimes  hundreds  of  Tory  ballots  were  substi- 
tuted for  Liberal  ballots.  Several  of  the  criminals  confessed  their 
guilt ;  prosecutions  were  entered  against  others,  and  some  of  thera 
were  convicted. 

In  the  city  of  Winnipeg  there  was  fraud  of  another  kind. 
Whereas  5,000  or  6.000  l>allots  would  have  been  sufficient  in  an 
honest  election,  there  were  10,000  printed,  and  yet  all  had  been  used 
up  at  two  o'clock  and  the  polls  had  to  be  closed  while  more  were 
printed  ?  Altogether,  the  Zlanitoba  elections  furnish  an  iuBtance  of 
the  boldest  and  must  colossal  election  fraud  in  history,  under  the 
ntiHpices  of  the  "  party  of  purity." 
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Has  it  forgotten 

The  Canadian  Pacific  Scandal  t 

Which  involved  the  sale  of  the  Canadian  Faciiic  Charter,  along  with 
fifty  million  acres  of  land  and  thirty  million  dollars  in  cash,  by  Sir 
John  Macdonald  to  Sir  Hugh  Allan  in  return  for  the  sum  of  $360,- 
000  given  by  Sir  Hugh  to  Sir  John.  Sir  John  Macdonald  actually 
defended  the  flagrant  job,  saying  that  it  would  have  been  all  right 
if  only  the  Conservative  party  had  possessed  a  Club,  and  the  money 
hacj  been  paid  into  the  Club  for  party  purposes. 
Has  it  forgotten 

Sir  John  A.'s  Famous  Ten  Thons;uid  Telegram  ? 

This  refers  to  Sir  John  Macdonald's  and  Sir  George  E.  Cartie*  h 
celebrated  despatches  to  Sir  Hugh  Allan,  of  which  the  following  are 
specimens : 

-  Montreal,  30  July,  1872. 

"  Dear  Sir  Hugh. — The  friends  of  the  Government  will  expect 
to  be  assisted  with  funds  in  the  pending  elections  ;  and  any  amount 
which  you  or  your  company  shall  advance  for  that  purpose  shall  be 
recouped  to  you.  A  memorandum  of  immediate  requirements  is 
below. 

"  Yours  very  truly, 

«  Sir  Hugh  Allan.  (Sgd.)        "  Geo.  E.  Cartier." 

Now  Wa7ited. 

Sir  John  A.  Macdonald $25,000 

Hon.  Mr.  Langevin 1 5,000 

Sir  G.  E,  C   20,000 

Sir  John  A.  (add'l) 10  000 

Hon.  Mr.  Langevin  (add'l) 10,000 

Sir  G.  E.  C  , 30,000 

Send  me  another  Ten  Thousand ! 

"  Immediate.     Private. 

"  Toronto,  Aug.  26.  1872. 

"  I  must  have  another  $10,000  Will  be  the  last  time  of  call- 
"  ing ;  do  not  fail  me  ;  answer  to-day. 

"(Sgd.)        John  A.  Macdonald." 

The  Bribery  Conspiracy  of  1884. 

In  1884  a  determined  attempt  was  made  to  defeat  the  Liberal 
Government  by  corrupting  members  of  the  Legislature.  A  con- 
spiracy was  entered  into  by  Christopher  W.  Bunting,  Edward  Meek 
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F.  S.  Kirkland,  a  Wisconsin  lumberman,  one  Frederick  Stinaon  aiioB 
hynch,  and  others.  They  hired  John  A.  Wilkinson  to  approxdi 
members  of  the  Legislature  with  ofiers  of  money  as  a  bribe  for 
securing  their  su^ort  of  a  new  timber  policy  which  the  eo&spira- 
tors  stated  the  Conservative  Opposition  was  about  to  introdoea. 
The  members  who  were  approached  informed  the  Qovemment  of 
what  was  going  on,  and,  at  the  instance  of  the  Qovemment,  three  d 
them  agreed  to  take  the  bribery  money  with  a  view  of  bringing  tha 
conspirators  to  justica  The  money  was  paid  to  the  members  by 
Stinson,  in  the  presence  of  Wilkinson  and  a  contractor  with  th« 
Dominion  Government,  and  on  receipt  was  immediately  handed 
over  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House.  On  17th  March,  1884,  the 
matter  was  laia  before  the  House  by  Attorney-General  Mowat,  some 
of  the  offenders  were  arrested,  and  the  whole  matter  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections.  On  the  recommend- 
ation of  that  Committee  a  Commission  of  three  Judges  was 
appointed  to  investigate  the  matter.  The  Judges'  report  was  in 
brief: 

That  corrupt  offers  to  members  had  been  made  by  the  con- 
spirators. 

That  money  was  paid,  and  offices  in  the  gift  of  the  Dominion 
Government  were  promised  to  Liberal  members  on  condition  that 
they  would  vote  against  the  Government. 

That  telegraphic  messages  to  Wilkiuson  and  Bunting  were  de- 
stroyed about  two  weeks  after  proceedings  in  the  Police  Court  had 
been  taken. 

That  all  of  the  parsons  to  whom  offers  of  money  and  (dtuationa 

were  made  communicated  them  to  some  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  had  no  intention  of  accepting  for  themselves  any  of  the 
bribes  so  offered. 

Owing  to  the  destruction  of  the  telegrams  between  Ottawa  and 
Toronto,  and  the  absence  of  the  principal  conspirators  from  the 
Province,  the  Commissioners  were  not  able  to  trace  the  guilt  in  the 
afiair  farther  back  than  to  the  persons  named. 

Cases  in  which  Local  Members  have  been  Unseated  and 
Succeeded  by  Members  of  the  Other  Party* 

A  singularly  convincing  test  of  the  efficacy  of  the  reform  insti- 
tuted  by  the  Liberals  when  they  cast  upon  the  judges  the  duty  of 
trying  election  petitions,  is  found  in  the  fact  that  since  the  relega- 
tion of  election  trials  to  the  Courts  17  Conservatives  have  been 
unseated  and  succeeded  by  Liberals,  while  only  7  Liberals  have  been 
unseated  and  succeeded  by  Conservatives.  That  is,  the  Liberals 
make  three  times  as  good  a  showing  as  the  Conservatives  do  in  this, 
the  really  conclusiva  result  of  the  campaign  against  corruption.  1'he 
above  figures  shed  a  bright  light  on  the  reasons  why  the  Tory  party 
so  stubbornly  resisted  the  change  in  the  law  a's  above  stated.  Before 
ihat  change  the  Tory  majorities  in  ihe  Le^islattire  simply  did  what 
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ility  liktcl  in  the  way  sf  WMtin^  tmd  UBMaiuig  rntmben,  uid  ih«r« 
fNik  Mi]d(xn  ft  P«rliam«ni  in  Which  there  were  not  several  memhen 
sitting  who  were  not  elected,  and  frequently  the  whole  majority  of 
the  Gkivemment  was  composed  of  such  usurping  members,  uici- 
dentally,  tiie  fis^ureo  above  giv^i  also  show  that  the  expenditure  of 
large  sums  (as  brought  to  light  in  the  election  courts)  made  by  the 
Conservatives  of  Ontario  in  the  hope  of  reversing  the  judgment  at 
the  polls  has  been  a  thoroughly  unretnunerative  investment. 

Menbers  Unseated  Since  Confedeititlen. 

Since  Confederation,  the  Liberals  in  Ontario  have  carried  658 
scats  as  against  369  by  the  Conservatives.  The  percentage  of 
Liberals  unseated  has  therefore  been  5.55^,  and  of  CouHervatives 
9.06%.  ^° 

In  other  words,  one  Liberal  out  of  every  eighteen  has  been  un* 
seated,  and  one  Conservative  out  of  every  ten  and  a  half ;  that  is, 
thert'  has  been  almost  twice  as  much  bribery  and  corruption  proved 
against  the  Cons  rvatiyes  per  capita  as  against  the  Liberals.  Is 
there  a  parallel  case  in  any  age  or  country,  under  parliamentary  in- 
stitutions, where  the  corruption  has  been  proved  to  be  on  the 
Opposition  side  ? 

Election  Trials  by  JTndges  Instead  of  by  Committees. 

The  placing  of  the  trials  of  election  petitions  in  the  hands  of  the 
judges  instead  ot  in  the  hands  of  partisan  parliamentary  committees 
■was  wholly  the  work  of  the  Liberal  party,  both  in  the  Dominion 
and  Ontaria  The  Conservative  party  in  both  Houses  resisted  the 
reform  strongly  year  after  year,  and  only  surreudered  when  defeat 
was  strring  thein  in  the  face. 

Under  the  Parliamentary  Committee  system,  so  tenaciously 
held  by  the  Tories,  gross  injustices  were  perpetrated  by  packed 
tribunals,  dilatory  proceedings,  partisan  examinations  and  unjust 
verdicts,  as  the  few  examples  hereunder  given  will  prove.  It  was 
the  regular  practice,  by  the  use  of  every  kind  of  chicanery  and 
fraud,  to  unseat  a  member  if  a  Liberal,  and  <x)  seat  him  if  a  Conser- 
vative. If  it  was  found  impossible  to  refuse  to  unseat  a  Conservative, 
it  was  the  practice  to  lengthen  the  trials  session  after  session,  the 
usurping  member  retaining  his  seat  in  the  meantime,  and  in  one  case 
until  nearly  a  whole  parliament  had  run  its  course  before  the  Com- 
mittee unseated  their  friends 

The  i  u'guments  of  the  Conservative  leaders  against  the  transfer- 
ence to  the  courts  were  strangely  alike  in  both  Houses,  viz.,  that 
they  should  in  haste  to  adopt  this  form  of  English  legislation, 

etc.  The  T(  f>arty  to  a  man  voted  against  the  reform  measures 
of  Mr.  Blake,  Mr.  Mackenzie  and.  Mr.  Brown  in  this  matter  until  the 
Tory  leaders,  in  the  face  of  the  defeat  that  was  threatening  them, 
surrendered  and  voted  for  the  measures  which  they  had  before 
ignpminiousl;  kicked  oat  of  both  Parliaments. 
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i»l«i  •r  Tory  llcctloB  Trtali  hj  FarM— iwHwy 
ComiBiCtoet. 

Many  flaf(nuit  examples  of  Tory  manipulation  of  eleotioa  trials 
by  partisan  Parliamentary  Committees  might  be  given.  Ths  follow- 
ing; speoimena  will  suffice,  the  first  bwlng 

The  ^ebee  City  Case  •riSSS, 

When  the  Oonaervative  Qovemment  of  the  day  praotioimy 
entered  into  a  conspiracy  to  keep  three  usurpers  in  the  Quebeo 
seats.  At  the  general  elections  of  1858  Alleyn,  Dubord  and  Simard, 
Qovemment  supporters,  were  declared  elected,  took  their  seats  and 
voted  as  members.  As  soon  as  the  House  met  a  motion  was  made 
that  the  three  members  were  elected  by  a  number  of  votes  wholly 
disproportionate  to  the  population  of  tne  city,  and  that  a  large  num- 
ber of  fictitious  names  were  inscribed  on  the  poll  books,  rendering 
a  scrutiny  impossible  and  asking  that  the  return  be  declared  nuU 
and  void.  An  amendment,  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  a  seleet 
committee  of  th«  House,  to  inquire  whether  any  facts  existed  re- 
quiring the  House  to  anticipate  the  action  of  the  General  Committee 
on  Ei^tions,  was  negatived.  Another  amei^dment,  for  an  inquiry 
at  the  Bar  of  the  '^ouse,  with  a  view  to  prompt  punishment  of  tike 
criminals,  was  '  i^;atived.  The  petition  against  the  return  was 
referred  to  a  ^  ^aimittee  of  five,  which  met  during  the  sessions  of 
1858,  1859  and  until  April  16, 1860.  One  of  the  members  of  the 
committee  persistently  absented  himself,  and  was  several  times  re- 
ported to  tne  House,  but  was  excused  by  party  votes.  A  report 
was  finally  brought  in  on  April  IG,  1860,  stating  that  huge  frauds 
had  been  coramiited,  that  intimidation  and  violence  were  practised 
to  a  great  extent,  that  two  lives  had  been  lost  in  the  disoraer,  that 
a  large  number  of  persons  voted  without  qualification  and  many 
several  times ;  that  men  armed  with  sticks  were  allowed  to  remain 
in  possession  of  the  polls,  and  gross  and  open  irregularities  were 
permitted  by  the  deputy  returning  officers  ;  that  the  poll  book  was 
stolen  and  when  returned  5,000  fictitious  name?  had  been  added 
to  it 

The  Committee  declared  the  election  void  and  recommended 
that  Quebec  should  be  disfranchised  for  the  remainder  of  that  Par* 
liament.    The  latter  recommendation  was  not  adopted. 

Whv  is  this  old  '•aso  mentioned  ?  Simply  because  the  fraudu- 
lent methodd  then  adopted,  in  order  to  secure  the  seats  for  the  Con- 
servative candidates,  are  the  same  as  those  utilized  ever  since  by 
that  party  to  accomplish  its  illegal  ends. 

Anothw  flagrant  aU«npt  to  thwart  Uie  will  of  the  people  was 

The  Ranell  Cemty  Case  ef  IMS, 

When  Mr.  Fellows  (Con.)  was  returned  as  elected  by  a  majority  of 
14,  but  it  was  afterwards  proved  that  in  the  township  of  Cambridge 
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ftlcHpie.  89S^  niunaB  were  recorded  as  having  voted,  whereas  there  were 
but  84  persona  aaeSiMed.  Petitione  foe  a  parliamentary  eommittee 
exaaoination  on  behalf  of  Lonx  (Lib.)  were  refused.  Fellows  eat 
md  voted  during  the  eeeraonsof  1858  and  1869,  when  a  proeecntion 
being  institnted  ne,  with  two  accomplices,  were  convicted  and  sent 
to  gao(  and  Lonx  was  elected  to  the  seat  he  had  been  cheated  out 
of  two  years  before. 

A  few  incidents  in  connection  with  this  ontrageons  stmling  of 
a  seat  may  be  interesting.  A  great  number  of  the  896  names  on 
tiie  Cambridge  list  were  stated  to  reside  at  Albany,  Bome  and  Troy, 
althoneh  there*  were  not  then,  and  are  not  now,  any  such  places  in 
l^URelFOounty.  The  voters  voted  in  a  strangely  regular  manner. 
First  came  three  persons  voting  on  lot  14  of  concession  7 ;  followed 
by  three  on  lot  15  of  the  7th  concession  N6zt,  two  perscms  on  lot 
16 ;  six  on  lot  17 ;  four  on  lot  19— all  in  regular  order  like  a  pro- 
cesrion.  When  the  voters  did  not  come  up  in  series  according  te 
property,  they  came  up  in  alphabetical  order  for  a  change.  Then 
thirty^-two  marched  up,  all  beginning  with  "  Mac."  They  were  not 
aU  Macleans  or  Mucdonalds  or  Mackenzies,  indicating  one  numerOUH 
family  in  line,  but  were  just  a  miscellaneous  lot  of  Mac's.  The 
namies  had  plainly  beei^  copied  from  a  directory. 

One  hundred  and  seventeen  people  voted  as  freeholders  on  the 
lands  of  one  Casselman,  an  agent  and  scrutineer  for  the  Tory  candi- 
daJba.  Thus  three-fourths  of  the  alleged  votes  were  fraudulent. 
Here  again,  without  ffoing  further  into  details,  we  have  an  old  time 
and  vivid  exrmple^  Tory  practices.  Truly,  some  of  the  members 
of  that  party  have^^n  and  still  are  past  masters  in  all  the  nefarious 
arts  of  political  cormptiori,  which  have  been  practised  for  nearly 
half  a  century.  And  yet  the  present  leaders  have  clearly  forgotten 
all  this  evil  record  and  are  posing  as  the  only  immaculately  pure 
ones  of  earth  in  a  political  sense. 


The  Knssell  Case  of  186S>5, 


Is  another  one  in  point.  In  an  election  held  July  1st,  1868,  Robert 
Bell  (Con.)  was  elected  for  Russell.  The  result  was  petitioned 
against  and  a  House  Committee  appointed,  which  met  and  transacted 
some  formal  work  and  then  adjourned.  It  could  not,  however,  be 
ffot  tt^ether  again,  as  the  chairman  and  other  Conservative  mem- 
bers persistently  absented  themselves.  Their  absence  was  reported 
to  the  House  and  twice  they  were  ordered  to  attend  but  did  not 
Bell  sat  throughout  the  session.  In  1864  the  same  farce  was  re- 
peated, the  absentees  being  ordered  to  be  present  no  less  than  eight 
time&  Result :  no  trial,  no  report,  and  the  member  sat  through 
another  session.  In  1866  the  petitioner,  tired  out,  abandoned  the 
ease,  Bell  was  declared  elected  and  the  farce  ended. 

The  above  instances  are  sufficient  to  show  the  abuses  connected 
with  this  old  method  of  trying  petitions,  and  the  great  improvement 
that  followed  their  transfer  to  the  courts,  for  which  the  Liberal 
party  is  entitled  to  the  credit,  and  their  oppon«»nte  to  the  discredit 
if  oppt^ing  as  long  as  they  dared. 
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Tke  Liberal  Party  Alwayi  laprorlng  th«  El«eti«B  Lawi. 

The  Liberal  Government  in  Ontario  during  its  twenty-eight 
years  of  office,  has  been  specially  dilicfent  in  passing  legislation,  im- 

{>roving  the  Election  Law  and  making  more  and  more  stringent  the 
aw  against  corrupt  practices. 

Before  Confederation,  any  person  guilty  of  corrupt  practices 
was  liable  to  imprisonment  as  well  as  to  a  fine. 

In  the  several  sessions  after  Confederation,  Sandfield  Macdonald' 
changed  the  law  and  dropped  the  punishment  of  imprisonmisnt, 
leaving  bribers  simply  subject  to  a  finft 

In  the  session  of  1870-1  Mr.  Blake  moved  strong  resolutions  in 
favor  of  punishing  bribery  by  imprisonment;  which  resolutions  were 
voted  down  by  the  Conservative  majority. 

Since  then,  there  have  t)eei^  a  number  of  amendments  to  the 
law  in  the  direction  of  making  punishment  of  bribery  more  severe, 
and  in  1887  the  judges  were  enabled  to  impose  imprisonment  for 
twelve  months  in  default  of  payment  of  fines. 

In  1894  the  offence  of  personation  was  made  liable  to  imprison- 
ment and  in  1899,  imprisonment  for  six  months,  in  addition  to  a 
fine  of  $200,  was  imposed  on  any  person  injuring  or  destroying  or 
aiding  or  abetting  in  injuring  or  destroying  poll  books,  etc. 

The  Liberal  party  was  the  author  of 

The  BaUot  Law. 

The  electors  of  Ontario  neeci  perhaps  to  be  reminded  that  vot- 
ing by  beJlot  is  the  result  of  Liberal  legislation  in  spite  of  Con- 
servative opposition. 

In  1874  the  Mowat  Government  introduced  the  new  system  in 
Ontario,  and  in  the  same  year  the  Mackenzie  Government  introduced 
it  for  the  Dominion  in  lieu  of  the  old  plan  of  open  voting,  which 
gave  rise  to  great  abuses,  intimidation  and  disorderly  conduct. 

The  Conservative  party,  true  to  its  reactionary  principles, 
resisted  the  ballot  law  as  long  as  it  was  possible,  and  as  soon  as  it 
was  instituted  as  the  new  system,  set  forces  at  work  to  evade  its 
verdicts  by  stealing  constituencies. 

History  of  the  Ballot  Act 

In  the  Session  of  1873  Mr.  Clarke  of  Wellington,  afterwards 
Speaker  of  the  House  and  Clerk  of  th*-  House,  introduced  a  Ballot 
Bill  which  came  up  for  a  second  reading  on  the  6th  of  February. 
This  Bill  was  strongly  opposed  by  the  leading  Consei-vatives  of  the 
House,  a  six  months'  hoist  being  moved  by  the  Conservative 
Premier.  Among  those  who  voted  for  the  rejection  of  the  Bill  were 
such  men  as  John  Sandfield  Macdonald,  Boulter,  M.  0.  Cameron, 
Meredith  Monteith,  Rykert  and  Tooley,    Sir  Oliver  Mowat  having 
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mMBmbm.  Mr.  CW^'i  BiU  wm  wHlidMirai  SiI  Ib 
'^!i!!^l)^''*^^^  of  tb»  prtniii  BaUdl  iit  tMoom*  kw  ill 

Intfct  BowinkMi  FhrliMMQt  Om  BdJolBOl  Imd  to  MMto 
wr  aflMiate  tlM  OooserYitiYo  oppodtioa  ••  in  Om  Hoim  of 
i||in%  hk  im,  Ux.  Tfwnbky.  Vlibena  fran  QmbM.  intko- 
|MM4aMwh!ohwMtMdafliit  time.lmtw«iit  nofi^^  In 
119%^  BUI  WM  nittkodoiMd,  but  raUelad  on  noliQn  for  m  ikm 
mmtF  hxM  W  Sir  John  llMdoDdd  TIm  Hon.  Mr.  Towg  of 
'^'^  inirodnoed  »  Bill  in  1873,  hat  on  Mooont  of  »  eUait  of 
"lent,  the  Bill  w«(i  ftUowtd  to  drop.  In  18T4,  the  Bon.  Mr. 
the  Minister  of  Justioo,  «uriad  »  Hll  through,  whidi 
m  a  bMifl  lor  th«  present  Aet  with  regird  to  the  ballot  in  the 
of  Commons. 

s 

A  sirmuH«  vp. 

Tho  foregoing  facts  form  a  terrible  indictment  of  the  Oonserra- 
#▼•  hixty,  and  prove : 

1.  That  their  leaders  of  to-day  are  guilty  of  the  raakesi  hypo- 
oriay  in  crying  from  the  house-tops  about  electoral  wrong-doing  in 
ethen  while  blind  and  dumb  to  their  own  Uaek  reoord. 

2.  That  oormpt  practices  will  be  hard  to  eliminate  while  this 
attitude  is  taken  by  the  Gonservative  party  and  press. 

S.  That  that  party  is  responsible  daring  ail  its  history  loir  using 
man  wlio  ^ade  politioal  torruption  a  fine  art  and  who  taught  others 
their  ne&rioua  tricka 

» 

4  That  they  have  nnhesitatingly  accepted  all  the  advantsges 
derivod  from  the  gangs  of  perBonators  and  pluggers  operating  under 
thsir  wing. 

5.  That  Uie  even  mwe  serious  crimes  of  ballot  stealmg  and 
.  ballot  stuffing  are  to  be  laid  at  iiieir  doors  in  connection  with  many 
elletions. 

0.  That  the  Oonaervative  pcurty  has  always  had,  in  prime  work- 
b»^  order,  a  "machine"  oiganization  whu^  their  leadtes  have 
"  ^Hi^  "  ^  ^^^  hearts  with  big  campai^^  fimds  to  dzaw  feom, 
•nd  that  therefc»re  Uieir  present  pharisaical  attitude  is  liyfOoruQr  of 
thaiaost  imadultBimted  sad  diifgaiAing  kind. 


'.•rf*i 


